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President Rivlin called a ‘traitor’ for not 
pardoning Hebron shooter Elor Azaria 


Josh Breiner 
and Jonathan Lis 


President Reuven Rivlin 
has been labeled a traitor in 
right-wing circles after he 
declined a request for par- 
don from Sgt. Elor Azaria, 
a soldier who is in prison 
after he was convicted of 
manslaughter for fatally 
shooting an incapacitated 
Palestinian assailant in He- 
bron last year. 

Rivlin announced his de- 
cision Sunday, sparking an 
onslaught of angry respons- 
es on his Facebook page. 


Following the reported 
dissemination of images of 
Rivlin wearing a kaffiyeh, 
the police say they are con- 
sidering a possible criminal 
investigation. In the weeks 
leading up to the murder 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in November 1995, 
images of him in a kaffiyeh 
were disseminated as part 
of a right-wing campaign. 

A caricature of Rivlin 
waving a Palestinian flag 
also circulated on Facebook. 


Rivlin elaborated on his 
decision on Sunday night. 
“Considering the crimes 
committed by Elor Azaria, 
the materials, and the opin- 
ions brought before me, it 
was decided to reject his 
request for a pardon,” the 
president wrote on his Face- 
book page. 

His post triggered doz- 
ens of negative reactions. 

“You have betrayed the 
Jewish people and the Isra- 
el Defense Forces, betrayed 


your people — you are the 
president of the Arabs and 
the left,” one person wrote. 
“You are betraying the 
right wing whence you 
came, betrayed [Prime 
Minister Benjamin] Netan- 
yahu, and mainly betrayed 
the people. I am ashamed 
you are my president [you] 
scum,” wrote another. 
“Rivlin the traitor, be 
ashamed. You forgot love of 
Israel,” wrote a third. 
Netanyahu responded to 


the backlash at Monday’s 
Likud Knesset caucus, 
saying that in a democracy 
anyone can be criticized, 
and that not all criticism 
constitutes incitement. He 
added that his only request 
is that “criticism be made 
respectfully, without kaf- 
fiyeh and Nazi uniforms.” 
Netanyahu added that 
it cannot be the case that 
criticism by the right is 
called incitement, while 
criticism by the left is 


Knesset disinvites leader of far-right group Jonathan Lis Page 3 


State seeks to take 
Palestinian land it 
accidentally seized 


Yotam Berger 


The state is seeking to 
retroactively legalize the 
expropriation of privately 
owned Palestinian land in a 
West Bank settlement, even 
though it admits the land was 
expropriated by mistake. 

In a brief submitted to 
the High Court of Justice on 
Monday in response to a peti- 
tion against a proposed mas- 
ter plan for the settlement 
of Ofra, the state asked the 
court to allow it to include the 
45 dunams of land in question 
in the master plan and legal- 
ize construction on them. 

Hundreds of dunams in 
the area where Ofra now 
stands were originally ex- 
propriated in 1966 by Jor- 
dan. Israel, which captured 
the West Bank in 1967, ex- 
propriated the land a second 
time in the 1970s to legalize 
settlement there. 

In a brief submitted to the 
court in August 2016, the 
state admitted it had mistak- 
enly expropriated some ar- 
eas because at the time it had 
not realized that Jordan had 
expropriated only portions 
of certain plots, and so Israel 
seized the entire plots. As a 


result, it wound up taking 45 
dunams that shouldn’t have 
been taken, and parts of Ofra 
were later built on this land. 

Last year’s brief also 
said the state had decid- 
ed to submit an amended 
master plan for Ofra that 
didn’t include the land in 
question, and to freeze the 
registration process for all 
the affected plots until the 
amended master plan would 
be approved. Finally, the 
brief acknowledged that at 
least two of the Palestinian 
petitioners had a “prima fa- 
cie connection” to the mis- 
takenly expropriated land. 

Nevertheless, in Mon- 
day’s brief, the state said it 
had instead decided to try to 
legalize the expropriation of 
those 45 duanms. 

“There is no justification 
for removing the plots which 
were only partially expropri- 
ated by the Jordanians from 
the plans which are the sub- 
ject of the petition,” the brief 
said, adding that Attorney 
General Avichai Mendelblit 
approved this position. 

The brief argued that Ar- 
ticle 5 of the Government 
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Taking to the streets — again 


Israeli security forces carrying away a Haredi demonstrator as they disperse a protest against Israeli army conscription in Bnei Brak on Monday. It was the 
second day of protests by the so-called Jerusalem Faction. On Sunday 32 demonstrators were arrested. See full story, Page 3 


Pastafarian fights for religious 
freedom with Israeli passport pic 


Judy Maltz 


A human rights institute 
in Netherlands is sched- 
uled to hear on Tuesday 
the unusual case of a Rus- 
sian-born Dutch-Israeli 
man who has accused his 
university of religious dis- 
crimination. It is not the 
Jewish religion that he was 
born into, however, that he 
has come out to defend. 


PASSES 


Michael Afanasyev’S Israeli passport photo. 


Michael Afanasyev, who 
identifies as a Pastafarian, 
had asked to come dressed 
as a pirate to his upcoming 
dissertation defense, cit- 
ing religious grounds. The 
Delft University of Tech- 
nology, where the 38-year- 
old geohydrologist is a doc- 
toral candidate, rejected 
the request, saying his 
proposed attire was “un- 
suitable” for the occasion. 

Among the evidence 
Afanasyev has gathered 
in his defense is a copy of 
his Israeli passport. Issued 
in 2016, the passport photo 
shows him wearing a colan- 
der on his head. “It allows 


me to prove that the way I 
dress is not that weird and 
has been accepted in other 
places,” he told Haaretz in 
a phone interview from his 
home in Rotterdam. 
Pastafarianism, also 
known as the Church of the 
Flying Spaghetti Monster, 
is a movement that chal- 
lenges some mainstream 
religious beliefs, such as 
creationism, and is often 


Courtesy 


regarded with amusement, 
if not downright suspicion, 
by outsiders. Adherents 
claim, however, that theirs 
is an absolutely legitimate 
religion and has already 
been recognized as such in 
both Netherlands and New 
Zealand. 

Explaining the unusual 
presence of a colander on 
his head in his official pho- 
to, Afanasyev says: “It’s 
obviously a sacred item for 
us because it’s what’s used 
to drain spaghetti.” 

Born in Novosibirsk, 
Afansyev moved to Israel 
with his family in 1991, 
during the height of the 


mass immigration wave 
from the former Soviet 
Union. He left Israel in 
2003 for Netherlands but 
visits the country “every 
now and then” to see his 
parents, who stayed in Is- 
rael. “It’s hard making the 
trip that often now that I 
have small kids,” he says. 

When his Israeli pass- 
port expired, a little over 
a year ago, he went to the 
embassy in The Hague to 
renew it. He had with him 
the photo with the colan- 
der. The embassy staffers 
weren’t amused. 

“At first they told me 
that I couldn’t use the pho- 
to, so I explained to them 
that I needed to have the 
colander on my head for re- 
ligious reasons,” he relays. 
“When I told them that I 
was a Pastafarian, they 
said, ‘That isn’t a religion.’ 
‘Yes, it is,’ I said. ” 

After a few phone calls 
to Israel, embassy repre- 
sentatives informed him 
that he wouldn’t be able to 
get a new passport issued 
with the photo he wanted 
until he was registered as a 
Pastafarian with the Israe- 
li Population Registry. He 
subsequently applied but 
was rejected. “The reason 
I was given was that Pasta- 
farianism is not on the list 
of recognized religions in 
Israel,” he recounts. 

It took a few months, but 
Israel’s Population Reg- 
istry finally agreed to is- 
sue him the passport with 
the controversial photo, 
even though his request 
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Palestinian 
breaks silence 


Says he was 
beaten, but not by 
NGO spokesman 
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Saudi Arabia 
and Israel? 


Bromance would 
make Al Saud turn 
in his grave 
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called freedom of speech. 
Rivlin was criticized by 
other Likud lawmakers, in- 
cluding Culture and Sports 
Minister Miri Regev, who 
said he damaged the institu- 
tion of the presidential par- 
don and had “chosen to aban- 
don Elor, who should not sit 
one more day in prison.” 
Coalition head David Bi- 
tan said that, “interestingly,” 
Rivlin had shown compas- 
sion for “his friend,” former 
Prime Minister Ehud Ol- 
mert, while failing to show 
the same emotion for Azaria, 
even though he “deserved it.” 


ee 


Speaking on Army Radio, 
Bitan added, “I am sorry for 
allthe times I voted for Rivlin 
when he was a Likud candi- 
date for the Knesset. I have 
severed contact with him and 
am not speaking to him.” 

Azaria began his 
18-month sentence in Au- 
gust. A month later, army 
Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Gadi 
Eisenkot commuted Azaria’s 
sentence by four months, 
even while noting that Az- 
aria had not expressed re- 
morse for his actions. 
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Zionist 
Union backs 
expulsion 
of asylum 
seekers 


Chaim Levinson 
and Jonathan Lis 


The Zionist Union will 
support a government bill 
advocating the expulsion of 
asylum seekers, reversing 
its position following an ini- 
tiative by its new chairman, 
Avi Gabbay. 

On Monday, 11 Zionist 
Union Knesset members 
supported Gabbay’s stance 
at a meeting of the party’s 
legislators, while nine op- 
posed and two abstained. 
Previously, the party over- 
whelmingly opposed ex- 
pulsion, even supporting 
residency status for asylum 
seekers. 

Later Monday the bill 
passed in a preliminary 
vote in the Knesset 53 to 10. 
Most of the Zionist Union 
MKs supporting the position 
change were absent from 
the Knesset vote. 

“We don’t have to be more 
righteous than the High 
Court of Justice,” Gabbay 
said at the meeting on the 
asylum-seeker issue. “We 
don’t have to argue with 
every population group. We 
would pay a heavy price for 
opposing the bill.” 

Gabbay is the Zionist 
Union’s new leader after 
having been elected head of 
the Labor Party, the Zionist 
Union’s senior partner. He 
is not an MK. Isaac Herzog, 
who remains opposition lead- 
er in the Knesset, used a com- 
mon Israeli term for asylum 
seekers when he said, “The 
infiltrators took Israeli Arab 
jobs.” 

MK Yoel Hasson added, 
“The law matches the High 
Court of Justice’s ruling.” 

The 11 Zionist Union MKs 
supporting the bill were 
Herzog, Hasson, Tzipi Livni, 
Revital Swid, Ayelet Nah- 
mias-Verbin, Itzik Shmuli, 
Leah Fadida, Eitan Broshi, 
Hilik Bar, Saleh Saad and 
Nachman Shai. 

MK Yael Cohen Paran 
asked why the party’s posi- 
tion had changed, and MK 


See ASYLUM, Page 2 


Over a third of women killed by 


Lee Yaron 


Half of the women killed 
in Israel by their domestic 
partners in recent years had 
been known to social welfare 
authorities and more than a 
third of the women had com- 
plained to the police about 
domestic violence, accord- 
ing to government figures. 

Over the past decade, 126 
women have been killed by 
their domestic partners, 
according to the statistics 
from the Israel Police and 
the Labor, Social Affairs 
and Social Services Minis- 
try, which were provided to 
the Knesset’s Research and 
Information Center. Notable 
is the disproportionate prob- 
lem of domestic violence 
against immigrant women 
(defined as women who have 
come to Israel since 1989) 
and who constitute 27 per- 
cent of the total number of 
domestic violence files that 
have been opened. That’s a 
rate of 591 files per 100,000 
immigrant women in the 
country compared to 504 
per 100,000 non-immigrant 
Jewish women. This dispar- 
ity has actually increased 
from 15 percent in 2006 to 
over 19 percent by 2016. 

The disproportionate na- 
ture of the problem among 
immigrant women relates 
not only to murder but also 
attempted murder, man- 
slaughter and negligent 
homicide. Over the past 
decade, domestic partners 
have killed 42 immigrant 
women, including 24 women 
born in the Soviet Union or 
former Soviet Union and 18 


partners had complained to cops 
a | # T 


Police at the apartment building in Bat Yam where a man murdered his wife, in 2012. Morti Milrod 


of Ethiopian origin. 

The most recent murders 
of women who have lost 
their lives at the hands of 
a domestic partner or other 
family member occurred 
despite a new police practice 
instituted last year requir- 
ing that each of the coun- 
try’s police stations main- 
tain a list of women at risk 
from domestic violence. The 
procedure requires meet- 
ings every several months 
with social welfare authori- 
ties on each of the women’s 
cases, even if they have not 
filed an official complaint 
with the police. Some of the 
women who were murdered 
had spent time in women’s 
shelters. Others, however, 
had been offered to move to 
a shelter and had refused. 


Regarding Israel’s gen- 
eral population, there were 
240 attempted murders of 
women over the past decade; 
no charges were filed against 
the assailant in 70 percent of 
the cases. Data was also col- 
lected about violence against 
women in general. Between 
2007 and 2016, 238 files were 
opened in cases involving at- 
tempted murder of women 
(excluding security-related 
offenses). There have been 25 
attempted murders of women 
in Israel over the past five 
months alone, according to 
police data. 

The identity of assailants 
in attempted murder cases 
is significantly different 
from those who actually 
murdered women. While 
half of the women murdered 


over the past decade were 
killed by either a domestic 
partner or other close fam- 
ily member, only a third of 
the cases of attempted mur- 
der involved suspects who 
were family members. 

The Israel Police had re- 
fused a Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act from Haaretz to re- 
ceive information on women 
who had been killed by their 
partners and, who had com- 
plained to the police prior to 
their murders. Haaretz also 
asked for information on 
what steps were taken fol- 
lowing the complaints. The 
police said in part that the in- 
formation was confidential 
as investigative material and 
also could not be divulged 
because it would violate the 
privacy of the deceased. 


